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The statue arrived in England, and agreeable to
my request it was allowed to go to the Exhibition
of the Royal Academy; it was a fine bone to pick
for the scribblers on art. I had arrived in London,
and was again lodged with Mrs. Huskisson, when
one day we read a rich article upon the Queen's
statue which began upon the innovation of intro-
ducing colours, which they condemned with angry
contempt, and they added that the statue itself
"was a total failure, and bore no resemblance to
the Queen." In the meanwhile it was generally
admired by the public, for they crowded daily to
the sculpture room to see it.
One day I received commands to attend at
Buckingham Palace; I went, and after waiting
for a short time in a small sitting-room, H.R.H.
Prince Albert entered; he was gracious, and giving
me his hand, he said, " Well, I wished to tell you
that the Queen and myself went very early in the
morning, before any one had arrived, to see the
statue, and I am happy to tell you that the Queen
is very much pleased with her statue, and so am I,"
said he," colours and all," laughing, and he observed
at the same time that he had seen in one of the
daily papers a violent attack upon my work.
"Ignorant scribblers!" said L "I have always
a contempt for them, and as to the colours, as
I live, they shall have a stronger dose of Poly-
chrome."